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School shootings in public institutions
Introduction
Today public schools are characterized by rampant shootings Mongan (2013). This has led to research programs aimed at finding out the factors cause the increased incidences of school shootings. The shooting events have brought a lot of suffering to the victims (The Associated Press, 2018). It has also subjected the government to sharp criticism as to its ability to provide security to children (Mongan, 2013). In turn, private schools have gained a competitive advantage over government schools (Twitter, n.d). It is on this basis that this paper examines the trending phenomena of school shootings in public institutions.
Body
An exploration of The Associated Press (2018) said presents the confirmation that school shootings have become rampant in public institutions. In its analysis, the said paper goes ahead to point out a particular shooting incident labeled ‘the Feb.14 massacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.' Nonetheless, studies threaten that if nothing is done to curb the shootings, the schools in all parts of the country have to tick time bombs (The Associated Press, 2018). The prevalence of these shootings is further confirmed in Twitter (n.d) where most people are outraged with the practice stating that the vice was rarely reported in the past.
According to the Associated Press (2018), the ongoing bullying practice in schools is the primary trigger of the shootings. In this paper, Cruz, a brother to a shooting suspect supports this trigger by stating that he witnessed his brother being bullied and feels that that could have been the genesis of the plan for the disastrous massacre. Haravuori, Suomalainen Berg, Kiviruusu & Marttunen (2011) establishes that mental illness that is unattended to is also rated among the top causes of these shootings. On the other hand, Mongan (2013) attributes the skyrocketing schools shooting incidences to the high rates of access to guns by the perpetrators. This paper reveals that the U.S is the nation that is known for having the highest number of people owning guns. The paper further finds that the incidences are also most prevalent in schools that are located near military installations.
The effects of school shootings are far-reaching. For instance, the Feb 14 massacre alone accounts for seventeen deaths (The Associated Press, 2018). As such, on a large scale, the bereaved are left to suffer from their loss as the government also suffers by having to invest resources into finding culprits and punishing them yet lives are still lost under their watch (Mongan, 2013). The incidences have rendered public schools insecure, and this affects academic performance. The reputation of public schools is also tainted as a result.
To curb this vice, some initiatives have been recommended. Cruz, the brother to the main 14th Feb massacre suspect, has embarked on initiating an anti-bullying campaign through the ‘WIN initiative' (The Associated Press, 2008). There is also need for the provision of mental health services to students who have been bullied so that they are helped to deal with the menace without necessarily being violent and destructive. The government must also up its game by ensuring that the citizens who own guns and also military institutions near schools are responsible and accountable for the guns in their possession.
Conclusion
The paper has confirmed that the trending headlines on shootings in schools represent the actual situation on the ground. Though not proved, bullying in schools has been cited as one of the triggers of this practice. Victims and families are left to suffer from the pains of these happenings, and the government caused to incur more losses in trying to pursue the culprits in addition to facing sharp criticisms from the citizens from failure to secure their lives. To curb this crime, stakeholders are encouraged to work together in the prevention of further happenings of the same nature by ensuring that bullying in schools is eliminated. The government is called upon to up its game on policing in schools by incorporating strategies that would prevent the crimes rather than punish the criminals.












References
Haravuori, H., Suomalainen, L., Berg, N., Kiviruusu, O., & Marttunen, M. (2011). Effects of media exposure on adolescents traumatized in a school shooting. Journal of traumatic stress, 24(1), 70-77.
Mongan, C. P. (2013). Rampage School Shootings: A Content Analysis of Media and Scholarly Accounts of Perpetration Factors Associated with The Phenomenon. Retrieved from https://www.bemidjistate.edu/academics/publications/social_work_journal/issue14/articles/mongan.htm
The Associated Press, (Jun 14, 2018). School Shooting Suspect's Brother Starts Anti-Bully Campaign. Retrieved from: https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/school-shootings-and-violence
Twitter, (n.d). #Schoolshooting. Retrieved from https://twitter.com/hashtag/schoolshooting?lang=en
